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Let me thank you on behalf of the OAS Inter-American Commission of Women for this opportunity to participate in this historic event for Central America and our Hemisphere.
The first Hemispheric Forum on Leadership for Women for a Citizen's Democracy, which we held this past April, launched a questioning and analysis of the principles and fundamentals of democracy and its institutions from a citizens' perspective and from the perspective of the demands of women. There, we debated and proposed elements for building a citizens' democracy from the perspective of the women of the region–in all their diversity. 
Security has a central role to play in the exercise of this new democracy.  Lack of security is the greatest concern for most of the region's citizenry. It is also a major threat to peace, democratic governance, and sustainable human development.
Although the lack of citizen security is a problem affecting the entire population, women experience violence, deprivation, trafficking, and other security issues differently from men.  As stated by the Latin America Women and Habitat Network, "... we can see that public debates on insecurity ... and public action and policies that attempt to address it, are based on indicators that reduce violence to criminal typologies that usually exclude violence against women."
/
The basic paradox of violence against women is that it is highly prevalent, in various manifestations, throughout the region and negatively impacts the lives of women and men, human development, and security.  Furthermore, there is still a significant lack of specific knowledge about the incidence, causes, cost, and consequences of violence against women.
/
Some of our evidence indicates that:
· Of the 3,765 sex crimes recorded in El Salvador in 2007, 89.45% were committed against women of all ages. In 2008, women accounted for 89.78% of a total of 4,589 recorded cases of sexual violence.
/
· According to a WHO study on Peruvian women, 51% of Lima women who had ever had a partner and 69% of those in Cusco had suffered acts of physical violence by their partners. In terms of sexual violence, the corresponding figures were 23% in Lima and 47% in Cusco.
/
· In Colombia, girls have become the primary victims of child abuse:  52.8% in 2005; 53.7% in 2006, 52.7% in 2007, and 53.4% in 2008.
/
· In Dominica in 2008, the Welfare Department reported that, of 130 cases of sexual, physical, or emotional abuse, neglect, or childhood incest, 104 were against girls.  Of this number, 99 girls were sexually abused, 26 of them becoming pregnancies, 19 of which resulted from incest.
/
· In one study of schools in Ecuador, 22% of adolescent girls reported being sexually abused.
/
· At the global level, estimates vary between 500,000 and 1.3 million women and girls being trafficked annually across international borders.
The countries of Latin America and the Caribbean have been gradually adapting their national laws to the international and inter-American legal framework on women's rights, particularly the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (Convention of Belém do Pará). According to the OECD,
/ within the developing world, Latin America and the Caribbean has made the most significant progress in terms of formal recognition of women's rights–based on assumption of international and inter-American commitments; constitutional recognition of men and women as equals; and the formulation of laws and public policies on women's rights and gender equality.
Similarly, Latin America and the Caribbean is the developing region that has made the greatest strides in closing the gap between women and men in terms of education, participation in the workforce, civil rights, land ownership, and family law. However, this commitment and these areas of progress have yet to produce adequate protection for the physical safety and security of women, and physical and psychological violence remains an issue of particular concern throughout the region.
Although all of the human rights are in place both in the private and public domains, at the social level violence against women (including family- or domestic violence) is still viewed as a private matter that should be settled between partners, rather than as a threat to the security of women.  This has meant, in practice, that the issue is not included in public policies on security, neither is it visible as part of the work of protection performed by the security sector in most countries of the region.
The traditional approach to public security excludes violence that is perpetrated against women, usually within the private sphere. Any definition of security based on the assumption that the street is an unsafe place, and hence the home is a safe place, will never properly address the insecurity of women.
A security perspective that is based on the exercise of human rights, in this case the right to live free from violence, according to the provisions of Article 3 of the Convention of Belém do Pará, necessarily entails the inclusion of gender-based violence in security policies, plans, and programs.
Failure to consider the security situation of women, on the one hand, and their absence from structures where decisions are made and action taken in the area of security, on the other, is tantamount to the security policy in most of the region's countries ignoring more than 50% of the population.
The mainstreaming of rights and gender equality in the promotion and protection of security is vital to ensuring that women are afforded the full enjoyment of security on an equal basis.  Incorporating differentiating criteria for analyzing existing threats strengthens the ability of the security sector to provide appropriate responses according to the rights and priorities of each population group.

To that end, CIM offers its full cooperation to help incorporate women's rights and gender equality into regional security proposals being dealt with at this Conference, in particular as regards strengthening the civilian powers, surmounting extreme poverty, promoting sustainable development, protecting the environment, eradicating violence, corruption, terrorism, drug trafficking, and illicit arms trafficking. You can count on the support of the Inter-American Commission of Women in this endeavor that will undoubtedly transform the security situation in Central America and in our region.
I thank you.
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